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Change Develops in Migration Patterns 
DESTINATIONS OF HOUSEHOLD MOVES FROM THE CITY OF 
OMAHA, 1975-76 AND 1977-78 
By Armin K. Ludwig 
AMERICAN MIGRATORY PATTERNS 
~-\between 1970 and 1976 began to 
reflect a growing tendency for metro-
politan counties (SMSA's)1 to suffer net 
migration losses and for nonmetropolitan 
counties to record net migration gains. 
The nonmetropolitan counties which had 
the largest net gains were those which 
are contiguous to an SMSA and which 
thus form a metropolitan fringe. This 
contiguity of SMSA and fringe suggests 
that a loss in a given SMSA is directly 
related to a gain in its fringe counties and 
that these gains represent a continuation 
of urban sprawl. 
Nonmetropolitan counties beyond this 
fringe also showed net migration gains 
in the 1970-1976 period. Since few of 
these counties are contiguous to the 
metropolitan fringe, the suggestion that 
metropolitan losses are related to migrant 
gains is somewhat more hazardous. Never-
theless, at least one student of the 
American migratory processes has sug-
gested that movers from SMSA's are 
"leapfrogging" this fringe to seek new 
residences in rural communities and small 
towns2 in counties well beyond this 
fringe. 3 If such "leapfrogging" is taking 
place, it should be reflected in household 
moves from the City of Omaha, . sur-
rounded as it is by vast numbers of non-
metropolitan counties beyond the metro-
politan fringe. 
The purpose of this study is to deter-
mine whether recent household moves 
from the City of Omaha reflect these 
newly developing patterns. The study 
locates the destination of each household 
This article is the first of a 
series which will examine migration 
in Nebraska and the Plains. The 
several original research pieces are 
written by Armin K. Ludwig and 
David R. DiMartino, senior research 
associates. The articles reflect 
CAUR's continued strength and 
interest in population studies and 
will appear in the next several 
issues of the Review. 
This and the forthcoming articles 
examine the significance of popu-
lation changes in the Plains region. 
With declining fertility rates in the 
United States, migration has come 
to account for an increasing pro-
portion of total population change. 
An understanding of today's popu· 
lation shifts is necessary in order 
to predict accurately the size and 
distribution of future populations. 
The ultimate objective of that 
understanding is to provide the 
basis from which the needs of 
citizens may be met - needs•' that 
include the demand for goods and 
the desire for human services. 
move from the City of Omaha during 
two 12-month periods. The first of these 
periods began August 1, 1975 and ended 
July 30, 1976, and the second began 
August 1, 1977 and ended July 30, 1978. 
The data on communities to which 
households moved were taken from the 
Daily Record which obtained this infor-
mation from the forwarding addresses 
left with public utilities when service 
was terminated.4 (The Record ceased 
publication of this information in July, 
1978.) A total of 1,513 valid5 moves 
was recorded during the first 12-month 
period; 1,164 for the second 12-month 
period. The 2,677 moves were mapped 
by community, county, and state of 
destination and constitute the data base 
for this study. The destination counties 
were then classified according to whether 
they were metropolitan, metropolitan 
fringe, or beyond the metropolitan fringe. 
Such a study of household moves 
from the City of Omaha is not intended 
to suggest that the population of Omaha 
is declining; it is not. The city has 
recorded population increases since 1950, 
albeit at successively reduced rates (Table 
1). Neither does the study attempt to 
assess the impacts of these household 
departures on the reduced rates of popu-
lation gain. 
Changes in Destinations of Moves by 
Type of County 
Places within American SMSA's (not 
including the Omaha-Council Bluffs metro-
politan counties) were by far the most 
popular termination points for Omaha 
household moves. In 1977-78 a total of 
599 movers, or nearly one-half (51.4 
percent) of all those studied, came to 
reside in metropolitan counties (Table 2). 
This proportion, however, represents a 
slight increase of only .3 percentage 
points from the 51.2 percent who chose 
to move to metropolitan areas in 1975-76. 
Only about one out of six (186 or 16.0 
percent) sought new residences in counties 
fringing metropolitan areas in 1977-78, a 
decline of 1.8 percentage points from the 
proportion choosing the fringe in 1975-76. 
Nearly one in five movers (19.6 percent 
or 228) transferred their residences from 
Omaha to places in counties beyond the 
metropolitan fringe in 1977-78. This 
• 
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TABLE 1 
POPULATION CHANGES IN THE OMAHA-COUNCIL BLUFFS METROPOLITAN AREA, 1950-1976 
1950 1960 1970 1976 
---
%Change %Change %Change %Change %Change %Change 
Number '50-'60 
City of Omaha 251,117 301,598 20.1 
Douglas County 281,020 343.490 22.2 
Omaha SMSA 366,395 457,873 25.0 
percentage represents a sharp rise ( +2.3 
percentage points) over the 17.3 percent 
who moved beyond the metropolitan 
fringe in 1975-76. 
Metropolitan Destinations: 1977-1978 
Not all metropolitan areas received 
equal numbers of outbound Omaha house-
holds. Proximity played a strong role 
in the large proportion moving to metro-
politan counties (not including the Omaha-
Council Bluffs area) in Iowa (8.3 percent) 
and Nebraska (7 .3 percent) (Table 3 ). 
Lincoln and Des Moines, in that order, 
were the principal move targets in the 
Per Year Number '60-'70 Per Year Number '70-'76 Per Year 
2 .0 346,929 15.0 1.5 371,012 6.9 1.1 
2.2 389,056 13.3 1.3 412,300 6.0 1.0 
2.5 542,247 18.4 1.8 581.438 7.2 1.2 
TABLE 2 
DESTINATIONS OF HOUSEHOLD MOVES 
FROM THE CITY OF OMAHA BY TYPE OF COUNTY, 
AUGUST, 1975 THROUGH JULY. 1976 AND AUGUST, 1977 THROUGH JULY, 1978 
1975-76 1977-78 Percentage 
From City of Omaha Number Percent Number Percent Point Change 
To Omaha-Council Bluffs 
Metropol itan Counties 209 13.8 151 13.0 - .8 
To Other Metropolitan Counties 774 51.2 599 51.5 +.3 
To Metropolitan Fringe Counties 269 17.8 186 16.0 - 1.8 
To Counties Beyond the 
Metropolitan· Fringe 261 17.3 228 19.6 +2.3 
-- -- --
100.1.§./ Total 1,513 100.1 1,164 
.E.I Columns do not sum to 100.0 owing to rounding error. 
TABLE 3 
DESTINATIONS OF HOUSEHOLD MOVES FROM THE CITY OF OMAHA, 
AUGUST, 1977 THROUGH JULY, 1978 BY STATE AND TYPE OF COUNTY 
Type of Total Household 
Destination Moves Into. Total Household Total Household Total Household 
Omaha-Council Bluffs Moves Into Other Moves Into Moves Beyond 
Total Metropolitan Metropolitan MetropOlitan Metropolitan 
State of Household Moves Counties Counties Fringe Counties Fringe Counties 
Destination Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
Nebraska 307 26.4 67 44.4 44 7.3 9 1 47.9 105 46.9 
Iowa 201 17.3 84 55.6 50 8.3 32 16.8 35 15.6 
California 66 5.7 65 10.9 1 .5 0 .0 
Texas 65 5.6 57 9.5 4 2.1 4 1.8 
Colorado 55 4.7 43 7.2 11 5.8 1 A 
Missouri 49 4.2 37 6.2 3 1.6 9 4.0 
Illinois 47 4.0 40 6.7 6 3.2 1 A 
Kansas 35 3.0 23 3.8 2 1.1 10 4.5 
Arizona 29 2.5 25 4.2 3 1.6 1 .4 
Minnesota 27 2.3 18 3.0 2 1.1 7 3.1 
Florida 21 1.8 17 2.8 4 2.1 0 .0 
South Dakota 18 1.5 9 1.5 1 .5 8 3.6 
Virginia 17 1.5 14 2.3 2 1.1 1 .4 
New Jersey 15 1.3 14 2.3 1 .5 0 .0 
Arkansas 15 1.3 12 2.0 2 1.1 1 A 
Ohio 14 1.2 13 2.2 1 .5 0 .0 
Washington 13 1.1 11 1.8 1 .5 1 A 
Michigan 13 1.1 10 1.7 2 1.1 1 .4 
Wisconsin 13 1.1 9 1.5 3 1.6 1 .4 
Oklahoma 11 .9 8 1.3 0 .0 3 1.3 
New York 11 .9 10 1.7 0 .0 1 .4 
Massachusetts 9 .8 7 1.2 1 .5 1 .4 
Oregon 9 .8 7 1.2 0 .0 2 .1 
North Carolina 8 .7 6 1.0 1 .5 1 .1 
Indiana 8 .7 5 3.8 3 1.6 0 .0 
Pennsylvan ia 7 .6 5 .8 2 1.1 0 .0 
Wyoming 7 .6 0 .0 0 .0 7 3.1 
Idaho 7 .6 3 .5 2 1.1 2 .9 
Nevada 7 .6 6 1.0 0 .0 1 .4 
Tennessee 7 .6 5 .8 2 1.1 0 .0 
North Dakota 6 .5 1 .2 0 .0 5 2.2 
Alaska 3 .3 0 .0 0 .0 3 1.3 
Others 44 3.8 25 4.2 7 3.7 12 5A 
-- -- -- -- - 98.3.§./ Tota l 1,164 100.0 151 100.0 599 99.9 190 100.3 224 
.E.I Columns do not sum to 100.0 owing to rounding error. 
• 
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MAP 1 
HOUSEHOLD MOVES FROM THE CITY OF OMAHA TO COUNTIES IN NEBRASKA AND IOWA 
AUGUST, 1977 THROUGH JULY, 1978 
• ,.,.,~ 
l .... . ''[ 
,, .. --'r- - t-
o" I •••• J I 
i-- ...... 
Moves as Percent of Total (508) 
~~10.0 and over 
two-state region; Sioux City was a distant 
third (Map 1). 
Distance, however, was not a deterrent 
to a sizeable number of long range moves 
to California and Texas metropolitan 
areas, led by the Los Angeles-Long Beach 
SMSA and the Dallas SMSA (Table 4) 
(Map 2). In the California case, the 
large areal size of that state's counties 
necessarily resulted in most Omaha moves 
to California terminating in a metro-
politan county. 
The more proximal Denver SMSA in 
Colorado, the Kansas City SMSA in 
Missouri and Kansas, and the Chicago 
SMSA in Illinois, received sizeable num-
bers of outbound Omaha households. 
Such moves reflected the strong functional 
linkages between Omaha and those 
regional metropolitan areas. Similar func-
tional ties to the Minneapolis-St. Paul 
SMSA in Minnesota doubtless accounted 
for the outward movement of many 
Omaha households to that "nearby" 
metropolitan area. 
The Sunbelt metropolitan areas in 
Arizona and Florida attracted several 
Omaha households. The areal size of 
Arizona counties makes conditions there 
analogous to those in California while the 
sheer number of Florida SMSA's limits 
the possibility of a move terminating in 
a nonmetropolitan area. Moves to Virginia 
and New Jersey SMSA's reflect the special 
long-distance attractions of the cities of 
Washington, D.C. and New York. 
Changes in Metropolitan Destinations 
The Omaha household move patterns 
to other metropolitan areas described 
5.0-9.9 . :-:- 2.0-3.9 • 1.0·1 .9 
for 1977-78 are generally the same as 
those for the 1975-76 period as well 
(Table 5). Between the periods, however, 
the popularity of metropolitan areas in 
eight states increased, while that in six 
states declined (Table 6). The increases 
were led.by Arizona, probably because uf 
the attraction of that state's metropolitan 
centers for retirees. The continued attrac-
tion of the Chicago, Dallas, Kansas City, 
and New York metropolitan centers is 
TABLE 4 
OMAHA HOUSEHOLD MOVES TO 
OTHER METROPOLITAN AREAS, 
1977-78.§./ 
Denver 
Chicago 
Dallas-Fort Worth 
Phoenix 
Los Angeles-Long Beach 
Kansas City 
Minneapolis-St. Paul 
Houston 
St. Louis 
Washington, D.C. 
San Francisco-Oakland 
Sioux Falls (SO) 
Newark 
Tampa-St. Petersburg 
Wichita 
Seattle-Everett 
Fayetteville-Springdale 
San Jose 
Sacramento 
Others 
Total 
Number Percent 
33 
30 
25 
21 
20 
17 
17 
16 
13 
11 
10 
9 
8 
8 
8 
7 
(AR) 7 
7 
6 
326 
599 
5.5 
5.0 
4.2 
3.5 
3.3 
2.8 
2.8 
2.7 
2.2 
1.8 
1.7 
1.5 
1.3 
1.3 
1.3 
1.2 
1.2 
1.2 
1.0 
54.4 
99.9.!2/ 
!!../Excluding the Omaha-Council Bluffs 
metropolitan area. 
!!./column does not sum to 100.0 per-
cent owi ng to rounding error. 
reflected in the gains for Illinois, Texas, 
Missouri, and New Jersey. The popularity 
of the Fayetteville-Springdale metropoli-
tan region helped make Arkansas a big 
gainer between the periods. Oregon's 
natural beauties and life style and Ohio's 
urban centers produced gains for these 
states. 
Nebraska's other metropolitan areas, 
however, declined sharply as targets for 
Omaha moves. This may well be a short 
run phenomenon affected by the fluc-
tuating numbers of persons who move 
to Lincoln to attend the University. 
Despite the regional dynamism of 
Minneapolis-St. Paul, moves to Minnesota 
declined between the periods as did 
moves to the adjacent states of Iowa 
and Kansas. Alabama and California were 
likewise less popular targets in 1977-78 
than in 1975-76. The moves of military 
households may, however, affect both 
states and particularly the former. 
Metropolitan Fringe Destinations: 
1977-1978 
Most moves to metropolitan fringe 
counties originate in adjacent metro-
politan areas rather than in more distant 
metropolitan areas if the number of 
Omaha household moves terminating in 
Nebraska and Iowa fringe counties is 
any indication. Nearly two-thirds of all 
movers to those areas terminated in 
Nebraska and Iowa fringe counties, and 
more than half (53 .2 percent) of all these 
movers settled in the four Nebraska and 
four Iowa counties next to the Omaha-
Council Bluffs SMSA. Among more 
distant fringe targets only the Denver 
Pa e4 
and Chicago suburbs received sizeable 
proportions of Omaha movers. 
Change in Metropolitan Fringe Destina-
tions 
The popularity of the Denver suburbs 
increased sharply between the periods, 
rising by 4. 7 percentage points (Table 6). 
Significant gains were also recorded by 
Florida metropolitan fringe counties and 
by those in Texas, led by the Dallas 
suburbs. Iowa fringe counties suffered a 
severe loss in popularity (-3.6 percentage 
points). The proximal states of Wyoming 
and Kansas and the state of Nebraska 
itself also declined as fringe-county target 
areas for Omaha movers. 
Destinations Beyond the Metropolitan 
Fringe: 1977-1978 
More former Omaha residents moved 
to counties beyond the metropolitan 
fringe (224) than to counties in the fringe 
(190). Nearly half (46.9 percent) of the 
moves to counties beyond the urban fringe 
terminated in Nebraska counties, and 
Migrants from metropolitan areas 
are "leapfrogging" counties in urban 
fringe areas to settle in rural com-
munities and small towns well be-
yond this fringe. 
another 15.6 percent terminated in Iowa 
counties (Map 3 ). In Iowa most movers 
settled in the western counties, but in 
Nebraska outbound Omahans scattered 
widely over the State (Map 1). Counties 
containing the smaller cities in Nebraska 
such as Hall (Grand Island), Platte (Colum-
bus), Adams (Hastings), and Madison 
(Norfolk) were each termination points 
for Omaha movers in rough proportion 
to their population sizes. In addition 
many settled in counties containing only 
very small communities. 
This scattering effect continued into 
contiguous and nearby states. Counties 
beyond the metropolitan fringe in Kansas, 
Missouri, South Dakota, Wyoming, and 
Minnesota each received at least 3.0 
percent of total Omaha moves to counties 
TABLE 5 
beyond the metropolitan fringe. Almost 
one-fifth (18.3 percent) of all Omaha out-
bound moves to beyond-fringe counties 
terminated in these five states. 
Changes in Destinations Beyond the 
Metropolitan Fringe 
Between 1975-76 and 1977-78 non-
metropolitan, non-fringe counties in Texas 
showed the greatest gain ( + 1.8 percentage 
points). The proximal states of Iowa and 
Wyoming and more distant North Dakota 
also recorded gains. In the latter two 
states the economic boom triggered by 
coal mining may account for such moves. 
Fewer Omahans who chose to live beyond 
the urban fringe went to places in Minne-
sota, Wisconsin, Colorado, and Montana 
in 1977-78 than 1975-76. 
Changes in Local and Regional Desti-
nations: Nebraska and Iowa 
Among Omaha movers who terminated 
in the states of Nebraska and Iowa 
between the periods, sharp differentials 
occurred in the popularity of county 
DESTINATIONS OF HOUSEHOLD MOVES FROM THE CITY OF OMAHA, 
AUGUST, 1975 THROUGH JULY , 1976 BY STATE AND TY PE OF COUNTY 
Type of Total Household 
Destination Moves Into Total Household Tota l Household Total Household 
Omaha-Council Bluffs Moves Into Other Moves Into Moves Beyond 
Total Metropolitan Metropolitan Metropolitan Metropolitan 
State of Household Moves Counties Counties Fringe Counties Fringe Counties 
Destination Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
Nebraska 436 28.8 108 51 .7 74 9.6 133 49.4 121 46.4 
Iowa 271 17.9 101 48.3 77 9.9 55 20.4 38 14.6 
California 99 6.5 95 12.3 3 1.1 1 .4 
Colorado 67 4.4 60 7.8 3 1.1 4 1.5 
Texas 64 4.2 62 8.0 2 .7 0 .0 
Kansas 59 3.9 40 5.2 7 2.6 12 4.6 
Minnesota 58 3.8 37 4.8 5 1.9 16 6.1 
Missouri 54 3.6 36 4.7 6 2.2 12 4.6 
Illinois 49 3.2 40 5.2 7 2.6 2 .8 
Arizona 24 1.6 19 2.5 4 1.5 1 .4 
Florida 23 1.5 20 2.6 2 .7 1 .4 
Oklahoma 22 1.5 17 2.2 2 .7 3 1.1 
Michigan 20 1.3 16 2.1 3 1.1 1 .~ 
Virginia 19 1.2 18 2.3 1 .4 0 .0 
South Dakota 17 1.1 5 .6 1 .4 11 4.2 
New York 16 1.0 11 1.4 3 1.1 2 .8 
Wisconsin 16 1.0 8 1.0 3 1.1 5 1.9 
Alabama 15 1.0 14 1.8 1 .4 0 .0 
Indiana 14 .9 9 1.2 4 1.5 1 .4 
Utah 12 .8 11 1.4 0 .0 1 .4 
Washington 11 .7 10 1.3 0 .0 1 .4 
Louisiana 11 .7 9 1.2 2 .7 0 .0 
Ohio 11 .7 9 1.2 2 .7 0 .0 
Georgia 9 .6 9 1.2 0 .0 0 .0 
New Jersey 9 .6 8 1.0 1 .4 0 .0 
Pennsylvania 9 .6 5 .6 3 1.1 1 .4 
Wyoming 9 .6 0 .0 5 1.9 4 1.5 
Arkansas 8 .5 4 .5 1 .4 3 1.1 
Maryland 8 .5 8 1.0 0 .0 0 .0 
Montana 7 .5 2 .3 0 .0 5 1.9 
Tennessee 6 .4 2 .3 3 1.1 1 .4 
Others 60 4.0 39 5.0 7 2.6 14 5.4 
-- - -- - --
Total 1,513 99.6 209 100.0 774 100.2 269 99.8 261 100.11!./ 
. §./Columns do not sum to 100.0 owing to rounding error. 
[ 
San 
Moves as percent of 
state total 11,164) 
Moves as percent of 
metropolitan total (5991 
~ 15.0 and over 
~- 2.0. 14.9 
-:-:- 1.0 . 1.9 
e 4.0 and over 
• 2.4. 3.9 
• 1.0 . 2.4 
types (Table 7). Moves to Omaha-Council 
Bluffs metropolitan counties '(outside the 
City of Omaha) showed an insignificant 
increase (+.1 percentage point) between 
197 5-7 6 and 1977-78. Nevertheless, house-
hold move patterns to Nebraska and Iowa 
counties within the metropolitan area 
reversed sharply between 1975-76 and 
1977-78. During the latter period Iowa 
(Pottawattamie County) was the principal 
target (55 .6 percent) followed by the two 
Nebraska counties, Douglas (outside Oma-
ha) and Sarpy, (together accounting for 
44.4 percent). For Iowa this 1977-78 
figure represents an increase of 2.2 
percentage points over the 1975-76 pro-
portion; for Nebraska it represents a 
decline by nearly the same number of-
percentage points (2.1 ). Has Omaha's 
thrust to the west been turned to the 
east? 
The popularity of Omaha-Council 
Bluffs fringe counties declined by .6 
percentage points. Moves to both other 
TAB LE 6 
Pa e 5 
metropolitan counties and other fringe 
counties in Nebraska and Iowa declined 
even more, -2.9 and -1.8 percentage 
points, respectively. Counties beyond the 
metropolitan fringe, however, gained in 
popularity ( +5.1 percentage points) as 
destinations for Omaha movers. Iowa 
counties picked up a small portion of 
this total, but non-fringe, nonmetropolitan 
counties in Nebraska rose by 3.6 per-
centage points as targets for Omaha 
movers. 
CHANGES IN DESTINATIONS OF HOUSEHOLD MOVES FROM THE CITY OF OMAHA 
BETWEEN 1975-76 AND 1977-78 BY STATE AND TYPE OF COUNTY E./ 
Moves Into Moves Into Moves Into 
Omaha-Council Bluffs Moves Into Other Metropolitan Counties Beyond The 
Total Moves Metropolitan Counties Metropolitan Counties Fringe Counties Metropolitan Fringe 
Percentage Percentage Percentage Percentage Percentage 
State Point Change State Point Change State Point Change State Point Change State Point Change 
!§Xi!~ +1,4 Nebraska - 7.3 Arizona +1.7 Colorado +4.7 Texas +1.8 
Minnesota - 1.5 Iowa +7.3 Illinois +1.5 Texas +1.4 Wyoming +1.6 
Nebraska -2.4 Arkansas +1.5 Elcrida +H North Dakota +1.4 
Texas +1 .5 New York - 1.1 Iowa +1 .0 
Missouri +1.5 Nebraska - 1.5 Montana - 1.0 
New Jersey +1.3 Kansas - 1.5 Colorado - 1.1 
Oregon +1 .2 Wyoming - 1.8 Wisconsin - 1.5 
Qbic +J.Q Iowa -3.6 Minnesota -3.0 
California - 1.4 
Kansas - 1.4 
Alabama - 1.6 
Iowa - 1.6 
Minnesota - 1.8 
Nebraska -2.3 
1!.1 Only those states with percentage point changes beyond+ or -1.0 are shown . 
Pa e 6 
Summary and Conclusions 
What is clear from the present study 
is the fact that Omaha · movers in large 
numbers are attracted to other metro-
politan areas. The degree of communi-
cation and/or contact among these areas 
is likely to be high enough to engender a 
considerable number of moves. Corporate 
transfers play a significant role in these 
metropolitan area to metropolitan area 
moves. The attraction of the Omaha-
Council Bluffs metropolitan area declined 
slightly, but within this SMSA the Iowa 
side became a more popular target for 
movers than the Nebraska side. Moves 
from Omaha to counties in the metro-
politan fringe represent part of a national 
trend-metropolitan areas are simply be-
ginning to expand into contiguous but as 
yet unurbanized counties. 
The decades-old pattern of moving 
from rural to metropolitan areas 
has been reversed. This trend has 
its roots in some very basic values 
and socio-economic changes. 
The increase in moves from Omaha 
to counties beyond the urban fringe .may 
also be part of an incipient national 
trend which has its roots in some very 
basic values and some recent socio-
economic changes. Americans have long 
associated living the "good life" with 
the small town environment, and they 
retained this view even during their rush 
to metropolitan areas. Now, however, 
many persons formerly living in cities 
seek out the small town environment 
while still desiring the advantages that 
once could be found only in the large 
urban centers. The dispersal of employ-
ment opportunities from metropolitan 
areas to small towns and the leveling of 
incomes and cultural amenities between 
the two types of environments are factors 
encouraging moves to small towns. Small 
towns are seen as offering a degree of 
personal safety and security and small-
group contact which are perceived as 
being absent in metropolitan areas. Some 
persons may be returning to their roots--
the locales from which their parents or 
grandparents migrated. For retirees, or 
others freed from the ties of income to 
locale, the small town may offer cheaper 
living and/or lower key life styles better 
suited to their needs. This is particularly 
true of the small town located in a 
region with natural recreational amenities. 
Just which factors predominate among 
those Omahans who moved from the 
. . 
TABLE 7 
DESTINATION OF OMAHA HOUSEHOLD MOVES TO NEBRASKA AND IOWA 
BY TYPE OF COUNTY, 1975-76 AND 1977-78 
Household Moves Household Moves 
August July August July Percentage ·Point 
1975 - 1976 1977 - 1978 Change 1975-76 
Destination Number Percent Number Percent To 1977-78 
To Omaha-Council Bluffs 
Metro Counties 209 29.6 151 29.7 +.1 
Nebraska 108 15.3 67 13.2 -2.1 
Iowa 101 14.3 84 16.5 +2.2 
To Omaha-Council Bluffs 
Metro Fringe Counties 142 20.1 99 19.5 -.6 
Nebraska 109 15.4 78 15.4 .0 
Iowa 33 4.7 21 4.1 -.6 
To Non-Metro, Non-Fringe 
Counties in Nebraska and Iowa 159 22.5 140 27.6 +5.1 
Nebraska 121 17.1 105 20.7 +3.6 
Iowa 38 5.4 35 6.9 +1.5 
To Other Metro Counties 
in Nebraska and Iowa 151 21.4 94 18.5 -2.9 
Nebraska 74 10.5 44 8.7 - 1.8 
Iowa 77 10,9 50 9.8 -1.1 
To Other Metro Fringe 
Counties in Nebraska and Iowa 46 6.5 24 4.7 -1.8 
Nebraska 24 3.4 13 2.4 - 1.0 
Iowa '22 3.1 11 2.3 - .8 
Total 707 100.12/ 508 .100.0 
Nebraska 436 61.7 307 60.4 -1.3 
Iowa 271 38.3 201 39.6 +1.3 
2! Columns do not sum to 100.0 owing to rounding error. 
Staff Activities 
e Genevieve Burch participated in a 
panel discussion at the May meeting in 
Lincoln of the Nebraska chapter of the 
National Association of Social Workers. 
The topic was "Research in Social Agen-
cies: The Agony and the Ecstasy.'" 
e Dr. Burch presented a paper, "Positive 
Parenting: A Solution for the Abused 
Child," at the April 26 meeting of the 
Midwest Sociological Society in Minne-
apolis. 
• David R. DiMartino presented a 
paper, "Local Initiative and National 
Trends as Determinants of Nonmetro-
politan Growth," at the 75th annual 
national conference of the Association of 
American Geographers in Philadelphia in 
April. He also attended the conference 
of the Population Association of America. 
• Murray Frost has been appointed to 
the National Education Committee of 
the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai 
B'rith. 
e Dr. Frost has completed a study for 
the Nebraska Department of Labor,"Sur-
vey of Nebraska Women's Employment 
Participations, Attitudes, and Needs." 
Peggy Hein supervised the interviews of 
1,640 Nebraska women between the ages 
city to places beyond the metropolitan 
fringe is unknown. To discover their 
motives and link them to such demo-
graphic and community specifics as age, 
income, education, and size and charac-
teristics of the destination would require 
seeking out these movers and interviewing 
them. These persons are moving into 
regions which have long held few attrac-
tions for in-migrants and young natives 
alike. Whatever their motives they have 
reversed a decades-old pattern. 
1 An SMSA is a Standard Metropolitan 
Statistical Area. It includes (with some minor 
exceptions) all counties containing a city with 
a population of 50,000 or more and all con-
tiguous counties which are built up (urbanized) 
and/or in the commuter zone of the main 
county. 
2A sr:nall town ranges in size from 2,500 to 
49,999 inhabitants, and a rural community 
ranges in size from an incorporated place of a 
few hundred to a place with 2,499 inhabitants. 
3Calvin Beale, The Revival of Population 
Growth in Nonmetropolitan America, Washing-
ton: Economic Research Service, USDA, ERS-
605, 1975, revised 1976. 
4The Daily Record reports departures only 
for the City of Omaha and does not include the 
remainder of the SMSA. 
5A valid move was one for which a desti-
nation was given by both place and state. 
Only 10 moves in each period were invalid 
because of illegible writing. 
of 18 and 64. These interviews, conducted 
in November and December, 1978 formed 
the data base for the study. 
e Dr. Frost presented a paper, "How to 
Survive as an Urban Research Unit Within 
A University," at the annual meeting of 
the Council of University Institutes for 
Urban Affairs in Toronto in April. 
eA paper by Armin K. Ludwig and 
Murray Frost, "The Attraction of Inter-
state Radial Freeway Corridors for New 
Office Sites," was presented at the 75th 
annual national conference of the Associ-
,ation of American Geographers held in 
Philadelphia in April. 
e A paper by Paul S.T. Lee titled "A 
Variable Versus a Uniform Sample Rate 
in conducting the 1980 Census" has been 
accepted for presentation at the meeting 
of the American Statistical Association 
to be held in Washington, D.C. in August. 
e Dr. Lee's paper, "A Computerized 
Demonstration of the Central Limit 
Theorem in Statistics," was published in 
the proceedings of the Computer Science 
and Statistics: 12th Annual Symposium 
on the Interface. This symposium was 
held May 10 and 11 at the University of 
Waterloo, Ontario, Canada. 
Two Associates 
Named by CAUR 
Two UNO faculty members, Dr. Donald 
C. Guy of the College of Business Admini-
stration and Dr. Herb Grandbois of the 
School of Social Work, have been named 
summer associates by the Center for 
Applied Urban Research. 
As the summer research associate, Dr. 
Guy, an assistant professor of real estate 
and land use economics, will be investi-
gating neighborhood change. 
Dr. Grandbois, the summer community 
service associate, will be working with 
the Omaha and Lincoln Indian Centers in 
their technical assistance and training 
programs. He will join the staff of the 
School of Social Work as an assistant 
professor this fall. 
Dr. Guy will be collecting data and 
conducting an analysis of filtering using 
a Markov model in an Omaha neighbor-
hood. 
Summer associate awards are designed 
to enable the recipients to complete a 
short-term project relating to urban prob-
lems. Previously only one such award has 
been given each summer. 
Both award recipients will begin work 
June 1 and will finish their projects by 
August 15. 
Pa e 7 
North Side Tour 
First of Series 
So successful was the first Omaha 
awareness tour that plans are being made 
to repeat it this fall September 8 and 15. 
Staged in two parts, thiS Imtlal tour 
of an area known as the Near North Side 
and Jefferson Square was first held in 
April. It covered an area bounded by 
Ames Avenue, Chicago Street, 16th and 
40th Streets. 
The purpose of the tour was to 
acquaint citizens with the historical back-
ground as well as the cultural and 
economic aspects of the area. Hopefully, 
a first-hand look at the Near North 
Side would dispel many of the fears, 
misconceptions, and stereotypes often 
associated with the area. 
A tour of another Omaha neighbor-
hood, the South Side, is being readied 
for October 13 and 20. Persons in charge 
of the series of tours hope to add a 
different part of the city each semester. 
The downtown and warehouse areas and 
the neighborhood near the Blackstone 
Hotel, known as the Gold Coast, will 
be visited on future tours . 
F.thel Hill Williams, community devel-
opment associate with CAUR, has directed 
and planned the tours with the assistance 
of John Kretzschmar, program develop-
ment specialist in the College of Con-
tinuing Studies, and Joseph S. Wood of 
the geography department. 
The North Omaha Tour was prefaced 
by a 45-minute orientation that included 
slides of buildings that were to be seen 
on the tour such as St. John's African 
Methodist Episcopal Church, designed by 
Frank Lloyd Wright. 
Leo Kraft, city councilman, was the 
tour guide. The first week's tour pointed 
out the historical significance of North 
Omaha and included a stop at the Great 
Plains Black Museum. The second week 
of the tour emphasized the present state 
of the area and what is anticipated for 
the future. 
Newer housing and well-kept neighbor-
hoods were seen as the tour went around 
John Creighton Boulevard and through 
the Bemis Park and Montclatr areas. 
Redevelopment was seen in the Erskine 
Park neighborhood. Tour participants 
visited Prospect Hill Cemetery, a land-
mark in Omaha's history. 
The South Omaha tour will also be an 
in-depth look at the cultural, economic, 
and historical aspects of the area. It will 
emphasize the people who once lived 
there as well as those who live there now. 
• 
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